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more work needs to be done
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Message

T    his is my first superintendent’s 
message to the Lower Dauphin 
community and I want to take this 

opportunity to thank you all for your warm 
welcome on my return to LD. 

Leaving two and a half years ago to 
become superintendent in another district 
was rewarding, but being back in Lower 
Dauphin’s schools and among our students 
truly feels like a 
homecoming.

One of my 
goals is to be 
present at as 
many of our 
school events 
to witness 
first-hand the 
achievements 
of our students. 
If you see me out at an event, please feel 
free to come up and introduce yourself. I’m 
very excited to meet our parents, residents 
and taxpayers and hear your opinions about 
our schools and how we can work to make 
them even better.

Robert K. Schultz, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Robert K. Schultz, Ed.D
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The Lower Dauphin School Board isn’t ruling out a tax increase for the 2018-
19 school year, but if one is necessary, it will be below the state index of 2.4 
percent.

The board got its first look at the proposed 2018-19 budget in December. At that 
time, former Superintendent Sherri Smith presented a $64.6 million spending 
plan that is facing a shortfall of $1.3 million in revenue.
 
In her presentation to the board, Dr. Smith explained that this expenditure total 
was a tentative number and there would be considerable refinement by the 
school district administration.
 
“This is a worst-case scenario budget,” she said. “I’m confident we will be able 
to bring this down moving forward.”

As with many school districts, the biggest driver in the expenditure increase 
is in payments to the state pension system which had been underfunded by 
lawmakers for years. The preliminary budget for Lower Dauphin has a $503,670 
increase in pension payments which is nearly half of the proposed increase 
in expenditures for the year. The district’s special education costs are another 
driver of increases in expenditures. In the past two school years, those costs have 
increased by over $2 million, representing a 21 percent increase in costs.

This budget poses problems for the administration because revenue continues to 
lag behind expenditures. For Lower Dauphin, local revenues are relatively stable 
at $39.2 million and are projected to rise about 1 percent from the previous 
years. 

However, the district cannot expect a reliable increase from state sources. For 
the past several years, the district has budgeted no increase from state 
sources because of the difficulties between the governor’s office and the 
Legislature.

“I’m very excited 
to meet our 

parents, residents 
and taxpayers 
and hear your 
opinions about 
our schools...”
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Lower Dauphin musicians attend honors festivals
Lower Dauphin High School students 
claimed 18 spots in three prestigious 
festivals hosted by the Pennsylvania 
Music Educators Association.

In January, seven students attended 
the band festival. They included Abbie 
Natkin, oboe; Colin Yohn, baritone; Ian 
Bruce, trombone; Daniel Little, tenor 
sax; Clare Raser, clarinet; and Christian 
Gingrich and Ryan Pumo, string 
bass. Their band director is Mr. Keith 
Richardson.

Later that month five students 
performed in the PMEA chorus festival. 
They included Gillian Miller, soprano 2; 
Tristan McQuiddy, tenor 1; Ian Bruce, 
tenor 2; Aidan Ferguson, bass 1; and 
Ashton Brojakowski, bass 2. Their 
conductor is Ms. Elizabeth Colpo.

Finally, in February, six students 
performed in the orchestra festival. 
They included Ella Hickey, Annie 

Dickinson and Aidan Ferguson, violin; 
Ryan Pumo and Christian Gingrich, 
string bass; and Ian Bruce, trombone. 
Their orchestra director is Mrs. Melody 
Cliff.

In April, Ian Bruce will perform 
in the PMEA jazz band festival, 
playing trombone. His director is Mr. 
Richardson.

Of special note is the fact that Ian 
Bruce was named to all four festivals 
– band, orchestra, and jazz band on 
trombone and in the chorus festival as 
a tenor. Christian Gingrich and Ryan 
Pumo performed in both the band and 
orchestra festivals playing string bass. 
Aidan Ferguson played violin at the 
orchestra festival and sang bass at the 
chorus festival.

These festivals brought together the 
top musical talent from an eight-
county region which includes Adams, 
Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin, 

Lancaster, Lebanon, Perry, and York 
counties.

After these festivals, seven musicians 
qualified through audition to perform 
in PMEA’s Region V festivals – Colin 
Yohn, euphonium, and Clare Raser, 
clarinet, in the regional band; Aidan 
Ferguson, bass 1, in the regional chorus; 
and Ella Hickey, Annie Dickinson and 
Aidan Ferguson, violin, and Ryan Pumo 
and Christian Gingrich, string bass, in 
the regional orchestra.
 
Aidan Ferguson will perform in both the 
regional chorus and regional orchestra, 
which is a particularly rare distinction. 
At regions, the student-musicians are 
able to audition for the all-state festival 
which will be held this year in April in 
Lancaster.

Finally, Annie Dickinson was named 
to the all-state jazz band as a mezzo-
soprano vocalist where she will perform 
in April.

Lower Dauphin schools work with safety agencies
Lower Dauphin works with state, 
county and local emergency officials 
to update and improve school safety 
planning.

“The tragic events in Florida underscore 
the need for school districts to 
constantly look to improve our planning 
and procedures to keep students and 
staff safe,” said Superintendent Rob 
Schultz. “We have an obligation to 
ensure that your students return home 
safely and it’s a trust we don’t take 
lightly.”

The district’s administrative team 
reviewed procedures after the Florida 
incident and at press time all schools 
were scheduled to conduct an intruder 
drill to remind students what their age-
appropriate role would be in this type of 
situation. 

Unlike some schools, Lower Dauphin 
does not implement a lockdown 
procedure in a violent intruder scenario. 

Rather, based on recommendations 
of school safety experts, the district 
encourages staff and students to be 
active in protecting themselves in a 
violent intruder scenario based on 
Homeland Security’s “Run, Hide, 
Fight” model. This is reviewed with 
students during the school year when 
each school practices intruder drills.

Students are expected to remember 
the Three E’s – Escape, Enhance, 
Engage. They should Escape by exiting 
the building if it is safe to do so and 
meet staff and police at pre-arranged 
rally points. If they cannot escape 
they should Enhance their classroom 
by locking the door and employing 
a secondary lock and barricading the 
door. Then, if they can Escape out a 
window, they should. Finally, if they’re 
confronted by an intruder they are to 
Engage him by throwing objects at 
him and running away in the opposite 
direction. In all cases, the goal is to get 
students out of the building and away 

from harm’s way as soon as possible. 

The district has enhanced its visitor 
procedures by requiring every visitor to 
present an ID to be scanned. They then 
receive a pass with their photo, their 
name and where they are visiting in the 
building. 

All schools’ doors are locked during 
school hours and to gain access, visitors 
must be “buzzed” into the building. All 
of classrooms are kept locked during 
the day. The high school and middle 
school have extensive camera coverage. 
The district has a School Resource 
Officer from the Hummelstown Police 
Department.

“Please be assured that Lower Dauphin 
continues its commitment to protect 
the safety of all of our students and 
staff,” Dr. Schultz said. “If you have 
any specific concerns, please feel free to 
contact your student’s principal.”
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Lower Dauphin’s schools were filled with the musical talents of our students before and after the winter break in 
December. Hundreds of LD students performed to packed houses of classmates, family and community members.
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“My future is one of the most important things to me,” said Lower Dauphin sixth-grader 
Nikolai Wagner at the conclusion of the DARE program. “Hopefully this program has 
inspired other students like me to save your future by staying far away from drugs.”

Nikolai was joined by 298 other sixth-graders wearing light blue shirts at the ceremony in 
November. Their shirts were printed with their class year and the image of a Falcon. The 
event marks the completion of their coursework in the Drug Abuse Resistance Education 
(DARE) program. The program, features 11 lessons taught in health class by Hummelstown 
Police School Resource Officer Eugene Spencer.
 
The program uses the evidence-based Keepin’ it REAL program developed by DARE, Penn 
State University and Arizona State University. The acronym “REAL” is the central message 
of the curriculum and teaches students four ways to refuse drug offers — Refuse, Explain, 
Avoid, and Leave. These strategies help youth stay away from drugs by preparing them to 
act decisively and responsibly in difficult situations.

Corporal Spencer told the students that this program is offered to them in sixth-grade 
because they’ll soon be facing tough decisions which may have an impact on their futures. 
“We’re teaching you about decision-making because the decisions you make now and later 
will start to add up,” he said. “We want you to make good choices to be the best you, you 
can be.”

They also heard from LD graduate and former Penn State kicker Joey Julius who told 
them “middle school can be hard.” But also, he said, “these years can be some of the best 
memories of your life. It’s up to you to decide what your future will be.”

Sixth-graders pledge to live healthy lifestyles

Almost 300 sixth-graders 
celebrated the conclusion 
of their DARE classes in 
November. Above, Nicole Estes 
reads her essay.

Guest Teacher Substitutes Needed!
If you hold a bachelor’s degree, we are asking you to consider becoming a Guest Teacher 
Substitute with Lower Dauphin. Being a Guest Teacher Substitute allows you to act in a 
substitute teacher role in a school without needing to hold a teaching certificate. Substitutes 
are paid $100/full day.

If you want to know more, please contact Angela Hepner directly at 717-566-5319 or by email 
at ahepner@ldsd.org and/or visit www.thesubservice.com for more information on how to get 
started!
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Ten staff  members honored 
by LD Falcon Foundation 
Ten Lower Dauphin staff members were honored by the L.D. 
Falcon Foundation January 27 at its 10th annual gala.

The awardees were nominated by at least two school or community 
members and will receive a grant from the foundation of up to 
$200 for a classroom- or school-based project. The nominees 
included:

Shannon Bastian 
Londonderry Elementary School, Reading Specialist
Mrs. Bastian has been with the district for more than 21 years. She 
is being recognized for her work as a reading specialist and autism 
support team member. Her colleagues describe her willingness 
to “go above and beyond every day to motivate and inspire 
her students. Shannon has such passion for all of the student 
populations that she works with and tirelessly helps support not 
only her students but her colleagues.”

Lauren Bruce
East Hanover Elementary School, School Counselor
Mrs. Bruce has been with the district for almost 11 years. She 
is being recognized for her work as a school counselor. In her 
nomination she was described for the “time and work that she does 
daily for the benefit of others in our building. She goes out of her 
way to support administration, teachers and students.”

Kellie Custer 
Nye Elementary School, Learning Support Teacher
Mrs. Custer has been with the district for seven years. She is being 
recognized for her work as a special education teacher. She was 
described by her nominators as being able to “articulate what 
students need and why they need it in a manner that inspires her 
colleagues, many of whom have years and years more experience 
than she does.”

Stacy Kreitzer
Middle School, Technology Integration Coach
Mrs. Kreitzer has been with the district since 2000. She is being 
recognized for her work as an instructional technology coach. In 
her nomination, her colleagues praised her “energy and enthusiasm 

for student engagement through technology and helping to 
transform classrooms and instructional practices.”

Kristen MacKay 
South Hanover Elementary School, Third-Grade Teacher 
Ms. MacKay has taught at South Hanover for 17 years. She 
is being recognized for her work as a third-grade teacher. Her 
nominators praised the way she “motivates and challenges 
each student to be the best they can be in and out of the 
classroom. She expects kindness and compassion from each 
student towards each other in the classroom.”

Natalie McCorkel 
Lower Dauphin Middle School, Building Secretary
Mrs. McCorkel has been with the district for 23 years. She is 
being recognized for her work as a middle school secretary. 
Her nominators spoke about her being “the glue that holds the 
office and the entire school together. Above all, she loves our 
students and does everything she can to make sure students 
know they are special.”

Mary Smith
Lower Dauphin High School, Nurse
Mrs. Smith has been the nurse at the high school since 2003. 
She is being recognized for being a “constant, daily, never-
ending source of encouragement and comfort for the students 
and those she works with. She shines brightly even in the 
midst of dealing with people at their worst – being sick.”

Christina Watkins
Lower Dauphin High School, Math Teacher
Mrs. Watkins is in her 26th year teaching math at the high 
school. She was nominated for her commitment to excellence 
and for being “truly devoted to supporting her students to 
push themselves to the highest level of their abilities. She also 
inspires, recognizes and appreciates students’ dedication, hard 
work and passion to learn.”

Kathy Weber
Lower Dauphin High School, Guidance Secretary
Mrs. Weber began working at the high school more than 28 
years ago. She is being recognized for her work as a secretary 
in the guidance office. Her nominator praised her for being a 
“role model for every student – and adult – at Lower Dauphin. 
She takes a personal interest in all, shows an immediate 
compassion for everyone, and gives full attention to each, 
regardless of what else may be happening in her busy office.”

Erica Wilkinson 
Conewago Elementary School, Fifth-Grade Teacher
Mrs. Wilkinson has been with the district for 11 years. She 
is being recognized for her work as a fifth-grade teacher. 
Her colleagues praised her “passion to help children. She 
is energetic, positive, and creative in how she reaches her 
students. She builds great rapport with her students, parents 
and teammates. Additionally, she gets results. Her students 
achieve at a high level and her teammates perform better 
because of her influence.”

Guest Teacher Substitutes Needed!
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High school CAD students apply 
school lessons in real life setting 
Sitting at a computer in room 505 in the high school, students manipulate building floor 
plans on the screen. They learn how to prepare construction documents using floor plans, 
section views and elevations which provides them with knowledge of building systems.

But recently the students in Mr. Mike James’ class walked across the parking lot and applied 
their theoretical knowledge of drafting in a real life application.
 
In 2015, Lower Dauphin purchased the property at 101 Division Street. It has been 
converted into a “living laboratory” for students in life skills classes to practice independent 
living skills like cooking and cleaning in a real house setting.
 
Since the house is being used for educational purposes, first-responders asked for floor plans 
to be added to the school district’s safety plans. Having an accurate layout of the building 
will assist police and firefighters should they need to respond to the house for an emergency.
 
Since the house was built in 1904, accurate computer-designed floorplans were not 
available. So, the district reached out to the CAD students in Mr. James’ class to solve that 
problem.

Students went to the house armed with tape measures, notebooks and sketch pads to make 
sure they could transfer the reality into the computer system to get the CAD floorplans and 
blueprints.

“I liked that we had to take measurements ourselves and transfer them to the computer,” 
said Thomas Carney. “It was harder than I thought it would be because there was lot more to 
measure than I thought there would be.”

Prada Knoll agreed that the project really stressed the importance of getting the field 
measurements right. “You had to be very precise and exact with the measuring otherwise 
you’d have to go back to the house and redo some measurements.”

Elementary student 
helps homeless
When he was in kindergarten, Ian 
Lane saw a homeless encampment 
south of Harrisburg and had 
questions about why those people 
lived outside.

After learning that some people, 
for whatever reason, are homeless, 
Ian wanted to help. His family 
researched agencies who help 
the homeless and Ian decided he 
would help the Bethesda Mission.

He came up with the idea of 
having a day at school, National 
Gumball Day, in which all the 
students in his school could buy a 
gumball and chew gum during the 
school day. 

After getting permission from his 
principal, Mr. Bryan MacLeod, the 
Lanes bought gum balls and held 
their sale in February of his first-
grade year. And again. And again. 
And again.

Now a fourth-grader, Ian has 
expanded the outreach to include 
lollipops since kids with braces 
can’t chew gum. He also sells 
gum balls to family, neighbors and 
people at church. 

This year, Ian presented a $1,000 
check to Cindy Mallow, the 
director of development for the 
Bethesda Mission. He raised $238 
as a first-grader; $222 in second 
grade, and $550 in third grade for 
a total of has raised $2,010 to date. 

Students take measurements 
to design floorplans.
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Seventh-grader wins both Geography Bee and Spelling Bee
A Lower Dauphin seventh-grader made 
school history by becoming the second 
double-winner in the middle school’s 
spelling bee and geography bee.

Toby Waters, the son of Pam and David 
Waters, won the spelling bee December 
1 with the winning word “seafaring” 
and his knowledge that Ecuador was the 
smallest and most densely populated 
country on South America’s Pacific 
coast won the geography bee a week 
later.

The last time a student won both bees 
was in the 2000-01 school year when 
Tom Johnson accomplished the feat. 
Toby’s classmates didn’t make it easy 
on him, needing 22 rounds to crown 
the winner in the spelling bee. They ran 
out of words on the approved study list 
and went an additional 10 rounds before 
he correctly spelled the winning word. 
Sixth-grader Abigail Foran came in 
second, going head-to-head with Toby 
for five rounds. Andrew Seacord came 
in third and Kayla Nguyen was fourth.

In the geography bee, Toby needed to 
go to the sudden victory questions after 
he and runner-up Katie Estes were tied 
after the three championship round 
questions. They emerged from the finals 
in which seven students competed 
five rounds for the right to be in the 
championship round.

Top photo, Toby Waters, center, poses with the Spelling Bee plaque with 
runners up Abigail Foran and Andrew Seacord. With the students are former 
Superintendent Sherri Smith, left, and Principal Jill Freedman. Above left, Toby 
answers a questions during the spelling bee. Above right, Dr. Smith poses with 
Toby, runner-up Katie Estes, and Assistant Principal Maria Miller.

High school STEM team heading to states after regional win
A Lower Dauphin High School team of  Abbie Natkin, Morgan 
Cummings, Annie Dickinson, Kelly Barr, and Hailey Foreman 
placed first in a regional competition at the Capital Area 
Intermediate Unit. 

The “Absolute Zero” team was competing in the regional qualifier 
for a spot in the governor’s state-level competition in May. The 
event showcased projects in Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math (STEM) from schools in Dauphin, Perry, Cumberland, 
and northern York counties.

The Lower Dauphin project involved designing and using a 3D 
printer to create a soda ring mold. The team experimented with 
different bio-plastic prototypes before settling on one that is 
tapioca-based which will eventually dissolve in water to help 
reduce plastic pollution in the state’s waste stream. After their 
win, they received funding to further refine their project for the 
state competition. 

The STEM team of Abbie Natkin, Morgan Cummings, Annie 
Dickinson, Kelly Barr, and Hailey Foreman will advance to 
states later this year.
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Eighteen student-athletes announce their college choices 
Eighteen Lower Dauphin student-
athletes announced their college choices 
at a Letter of Intent signing ceremony 
this year.

Archery
Kayla Hoffer – The daughter of Tim 
and Leslie Hoffer, Kayla will attend 
Pennsylvania College of Technology 
and study in their physician’s assistant 
program.

Baseball
Thomas Bramley – The son of Harry 
and Karen Bramley, Thomas will attend 
Mount St. Mary’s University and major 
in criminal justice.
Connor Buggy – The son of Deb and 
Jim Buggy, Connor will attend Mount 
St. Mary’s University where he will 
continue his academic and baseball 
career.
Nathaniel Hoffman – The son of Jeffrey 
and Kelly Hoffman, he will attend 
Wilson College where he will major in 
criminal justice.
Will Manley – The son of Barb and 
Phil Manley, he will attend Desales 
University and major in criminal justice.
Derek Wyld – The son of Steven and 
Dani Wyld, Derek will attend Hood 
College and major in computer science 
with a focus on cyber-security and play 

Nine student-athletes announced their college decisions in November, top left. And another nine, including Rory 
Klingensmith, signed their letters of intent in February.

baseball and potentially golf for the 
Blazers.

Basketball
Amber Schweiger – The daughter of 
Melissa Turner and Troy Schweiger, 
Amber will attend the University of 
Findlay as part of its pre-veterinary 
medicine program.

Field Hockey
Tori Tredinnick – The daughter of Dan 
and Dorian Tredinnick, Tori will attend 
Queens University of Charlotte and 
major in exercise and sports science.

Field Hockey/Track & Field
Karina Long – The daughter of Chris 
and Kelly Long, Karina will attend 
Lock Haven University to continue her 
education and compete in both sports.

Football
Brendan Shaffer – The son of Darrin 
and Dorinda Shaffer, Brendan will 
attend East Stroudsburg University 
where he will major in nursing.

Soccer
Jackson Becher – The son of Bill and 
Dawn Becher, Jackson will attend the 
University of Maryland-Baltimore 
County where he will continue his 

academic and soccer career.
Adeline Gesford – The daughter of 
Dawn and Roy Gesford, she will attend 
Pennsylvania College of Technology 
and major in surgical technology.
Diego Heredia Soto – The son of 
Antonio Heredia and Diana Soto, he 
will attend Colgate University where he 
will continue his academic and soccer 
career.
Nick Iagnemma – The son of Tony 
and Linda Iagnemma, Nick will attend 
Slippery Rock University and major in 
finance.
Rory Klingensmith – The daughter of 
Don and Jenn Klingensmith, Rory will 
attend Drexel University where she will 
major in biomedical engineering.

Softball
Paige Hollinger – The daughter of 
Michael and Carol Hollinger, Paige will 
attend Geneva College where she will 
major in biology.
Kealey Smith – The daughter of Troy 
and Rayme Smith, Kealey will attend 
Alvernia University and major in 
occupational therapy.
Hannah Swartz – The daughter of 
Robert and Doris Swartz, Hannah attend 
Mansfield University where she will 
major in biology.
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Lower Dauphin High School’s boys soccer team continued their historic run by capturing a third consecutive District 
3-AAA title and back-to-back PIAA state titles. They defeated Northwestern Lehigh 4-1 to cap a 26-2-1 season.
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Lower Dauphin welcomes new staff  members
Janelle Bartal

Social Studies
High School

Mrs. Bartal comes to Lower Dauphin 
after 11 years at Octorara High School 
and holds a master’s degree from 
Edinboro University and a bachelor’s 
degree in history from West Chester 
University. She hopes to “make an 
impact on the students I have so that 
they feel prepared and succeed after 
high school.”

Jamie Dunham

Learning Support
High School

Ms. Dunham will hold a long-term 
substitute position in learning support 
this year. She earned her bachelor’s 
degree in education from Millersville 
University and also earned an 
associate’s degree from Harrisburg Area 
Community College. Prior to coming 
to Lower Dauphin she was a day-to-
day substitute and a paraeducator in 
Cumberland Valley High School. 

Kathryn Garver

Health/Physical Ed
East Hanover

Mrs. Garver will be a long-term 
substitute in health and physical 
education this semester. She holds 
a bachelor’s degree from Ursinus 
College and a master’s degree from 
Penn State University. She was a 
health and physical education teacher 
at Susquenita High School for seven 
years and is currently a classroom 
volunteer at Nye Elementary School.

Kristin Gibbs

Learning Support
South Hanover

Mrs. Gibbs will be a long-term 
substitute this year at South Hanover 
Elementary School after being a 
long-term substitute at Londonderry 
Elementary in the fall. She has been 
long-term substitute and a day-to-
day substitute for Lower Dauphin 
for several years. She also taught in 
Virginia and in the Lebanon-Lancaster 
Intermediate Unit. 

Melissa Hallman

Learning Support
Conewago

Mrs. Hallman will be a long-term 
substitute in learning support. She 
was a paraeducator in the West Shore 
School District for nine years and also 
taught elementary school in Canada. 
A Lower Dauphin graduate, she holds 
bachelor’s degrees from Elizabethtown 
College and Millersville University 
and a master’s degree from Phoenix 
University. 

Kyleigh Meyers

Math
Middle School

Miss Meyers will be a long-term 
substitute in math at the middle 
school. She was previously a long-
term substitute in the Central Bucks 
School District and worked for the 
Educational Testing Service as a 
resolution specialists for AP and PSAT 
tests. She hopes to “help my students 
mature and grow academically and 
socially.”

Melissa Schmidt

Math
High School

Miss Schmidt will be a long-term 
substitute in math at the high school. 
She earned her bachelor’s degree 
from Shippensburg University in math 
education with a minor in disability 
studies. Prior to coming to Lower 
Dauphin, she worked at Sylvan 
Learning Center. 

Cailin White

Reading Specialist
Nye Elementary

Ms. White will serve as a long-term 
substitute reading specialist, coming 
to Lower Dauphin after serving as a 
reading specialist at Donegal Primary 
School last semester. She also taught 
kindergarten and second grade in 
Pittsburgh and in Baltimore. She earned 
her master’s degree in reading from 
Edinboro University and her bachelor’s 
degree from Grove City College. 

Jennifer Zimmerman

Learning Support
Londonderry

Mrs. Zimmerman will serve as a long-
term substitute in learning support 
this semester. She was previously 
a long-term substitute in learning 
support in the ELCO School District. 
She holds a master’s degree from 
Penn State University and a special 
education certificate from Saint Joseph 
University. She earned her bachelor’s 
degree from Susquehanna University. 
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Former superintendent receives award 

Todd Neuhard, Douglas Winner, Sherri Smith and school board members 
Marcela Myers and Todd Kreiser celebrate Dr. Smith’s award.

Retired Superintendent Sherri Smith recently received the 2017 PASA Award for 
Leadership in Public Education.
 
The award is co-sponsored by the Pennsylvania Association of School Administrators 
(PASA) and the Pennsylvania Local Government Investment Trust/Public Financial 
Management (PLGIT/PFM) and recognizes an administrator who has demonstrated 
commitment to school administration as a profession, to public education and to one’s 
colleagues, including participation in and leadership with the PASA.
 
In her role as a superintendent and in her various leadership positions with both PASA 
and AASA, Dr. Smith has focused on the importance of advocating for and supporting 
public schools – and leading her fellow school system leaders in fulfilling that role.

Prior to her retirement after 15 years as superintendent in the Lower Dauphin School 
District, Dr. Smith demonstrated a commitment to that advocacy role by working 
directly with policymakers in Harrisburg, both with the Legislature and with the 
Department of Education, and by participating in many focus and work groups to 
inform the conversation on a wide variety of issues. Most recently she served on the 
advisory committee for the Pennsylvania Truancy and School Prevention Commission 
and co-authored a white paper on educator effectiveness and evaluation.

Dr. Smith was acknowledged during the PASA Recognition Luncheon on Wednesday, 
October 18 in Hershey during the PASA/PSBA School Leadership Conference. In 
addition, the sponsor of the award, will donate $1,000 in her name to a scholarship 
fund of her choice.

Lower Dauphin High School 
senior Abigail Mauger recently 
was named a Finalist in the 63rd 
annual National Merit Scholarship 
Program. 

She will continue in the 
competition for approximately 
7,500 National Merit Scholarships 
that will be announced between 
April and July 2018. These 
students are among 15,000 
academically talented high school 
seniors from around the country 
and they represent less than 
1 percent of U.S. high school 
seniors.

Abigail is the daughter of 
Elizabeth and David Mauger. At 
the high school, she is a four-
year member of the orchestra 
and a two-year member of the pit 
orchestra, playing viola in both. 
She competes in several academic 
competitions. She is also vice 
president and a two-year member 
of the National Latin Honor 
Society. She is a two-year member 
of the National English Honor 
Society and National Science 
Honor Society. In the community, 
she is very involved in her church 
and competes in Bible quiz 
competitions. She also performs 
in the Elizabethtown College 
Community Orchestra for the past 
four years.

She plans to attend college and 
graduate school to major in 
biochemistry with a possible 
career in medical research or 
pharmacology.

Mauger named 
Merit Finalist

Bus Drivers Needed!
Contact our transportation contractor Rohrer 
at 866-735-7200 or www.rohrerbus.com/drive

Rohrer will pay for training and CDL liscensure
and offers competitive wages and great benefits!
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MAY

8 End of 2nd Trimester 
 (Elementary)

28 Schools OPEN - 3rd  
 Snow Make-up
 
29 Schools Closed
 (Inservice day)

30 Schools Closed

2 Schools Closed - 4th  
 Snow Make-up

4 End of 3rd Marking 
 Period (MS, HS)

25 Schools OPEN - 2nd  
 Snow Make-up
 
28 Holiday - Schools &  
 Offices Closed

Lower Dauphin School District
Calendar of Upcoming Events

Know Your Schools is published four times a year for the 
residents of Lower Dauphin School District.

District Office 566-5300
High School 566-5330
Middle School 566-5310
Conewago Elementary School 367-7233
East Hanover Elementary School 469-2686
Londonderry Elementary School  944-9462
Nye Elementary School 566-0300
South Hanover Elementary 566-2564
Informaline: 566-5320 or 944-1668

Board of School Directors
Todd Kreiser, President
Dana Barry, Vice President
Kevin Busher
Debra Macut
Marcela Myers
Jeffrey Neely
Keith Oellig
Eric Samples
Lynn Sassaman
Dr. Robert Schultz, Superintendent
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The Lower Dauphin School District, an equal opportunity employer, does not discriminate in employment, educational programs or activities based on gender, race, religion, national 
origin, color or handicap. This policy of nondiscrimination extends to all other legally protected classifications. Publication of this policy in this document is in accordance with state and 
federal laws, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments Act of 1973, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act.
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http://www.ldsd.org
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7 Commencement

8 Last Student Day
 (½ Day)
 


